Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

Miles, and the equally Important; discovery at
Brier Hill, in Youngstown, of coal making a
fairly good fuel in its raw state, an almost nat-
ural coke, that development of the iron business
in the Mahoning Valley was due. This coal,
very similar to the Scotch coal afterwards found
in other parts of Ohio, was rich in carbon and
low in ash, and in the hands of those who un-
derstood it, made a better blast furnace fuel than
had yet been found at its low cost. For years
it was mined close to the stacks and hauled by
mules. All of the ore, usually a mixture of
black-band, kidney and bog ores, had to be
roasted before charging, and this was done with
wood and coal In great; heaps near the furnaces,
The output of the four furnaces then in opera-
tion In that district was certainly not more than
two hundred tons per week. From this has
grown a business employing fifty blast furnaces
and producing, during 1916, 6,923,938 tons of
pig Iron. From the few small rolling mill
plants then in that neighborhood, have been
evolved forty-six modern rolling mills, rolling
almost four million tons of steel per year.
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